The Catholic Parish for Oxted & Warlingham

The Word that is Life: 

Planning 2030 Survey

Dear Parishioner, 
Pope Francis is calling the whole Church to be “missionary” in its outlook: sharing God’s love with those on the edges of the society and of the Church, bringing to them the “Good News” of Jesus Christ. 

We invite you to take part in an important survey to help us shape the future of our Diocese, Deanery and Parish. We would like to make sure we get all your thoughts and ideas, so please take some time to think about these questions and then provide your thoughts and ideas. You may like to watch our Bishop’s presentation online at www.dabnet.org which provides the background to the reasons for this survey or look at the powerpoint presentation slides which are on our Parish website and some copies are available in the narthex.  
We would like to receive responses from you as an individual and when you have completed the survey, please could you place it in the box in the narthex or post it (or email it) to the parish office by 2nd February 2018.  

The questionnaire is in five short sections; 

(i) about your faith and what it means to you, (ii) about a priest’s vocation, (iii) about you and (iv) about your response to what you would do if Mass were no longer at the time or place you are used to.

Section v. of the questionnaire invites you to indicate areas where you might be willing to help in future and what help you would need to support you.

There is a separate questionnaire for those who are around Secondary School age (or at least made their First Communion). If you are around that age, please feel free to answer either or both as this will affect you the most so it is particularly important that the views of our young people are heard.

Meetings will be held across the parish to discuss what this means to you at a more individual level. We have invited someone from outside our own parish to help lead the discussions. The meetings are not instead of the questionnaire but may help you to form your thoughts and responses. You are warmly encouraged to attend whichever meeting is the easiest – it doesn’t matter which church you normally attend.

· All Saints - Wednesday 24th January after the 10.00 Mass

· St Ambrose - Thursday 25th January after the 10.00 Mass

· All Saints Thursday 25th January at 8 pm 

· St Ambrose Sunday 28th January after the 9 am Mass. 

· Friday evening 26th January at All Saints  (with free pizza!) for young people (around 11-18 years old). (To be dropped off and collected by a parent or adult as agreed by a parent.) 

I. YOUR FAITH AND HOW THE CHURCH COULD SUPPORT YOU IN SHARING IT WITH OTHERS
Q1: What do you value most about your faith?

Q2: What difference does your faith make to how you live? 

Q3:  How could the Catholic Church encourage and support you more in the practice of your faith? 
Q4: When the Catholic Church speaks of everyone being involved in ‘mission’, what do you think this means?
Q5: What makes being an active Missionary challenging? 

Q6: What should the Catholic Church be doing to support you to be a more confident and proactive Christian, sharing the message of Jesus with those around us? 
	Q7: How should the Catholic Church be more inclusive, reaching out to those on the margins of society?



	Q8: What sort of things would encourage more people come to Mass?




II. THE NUMBER OF PRIESTS AND MAKING EFFECTIVE USE OF THEIR VOCATION

	Q9: What do you think the main reasons are for the decline in the number of Catholic Priests?



Q10: Please tell us what you think the most important things the priest should do other than the things only he can do, i.e. celebrate mass, preach the gospel, hear confession and anoint the sick (please number from 1 (most important) through to 20 (the least important).
	Baptism
	

	Visiting the sick
	

	Visiting parishioners generally
	

	Preparing couples for marriage
	

	Conducting Marriages
	

	Adult catechesis (religious instruction, e.g. adult baptism or reception into the Catholic Church)
	

	Catechesis of young people (e.g. First Communion, Confirmation)
	

	Conducting funerals
	

	Parish health and safety
	

	Parish finance 
	

	Parish records and administration
	

	Parish communications (newsletter, website etc)
	

	Building projects
	

	Organising special liturgies, e.g. Christmas and Easter
	

	Providing training to ministers, e.g. Readers, Eucharistic Ministers, sacristans
	

	Preparing rotas
	

	Organising the music
	

	Preparing the Bidding Prayers
	

	Preparing materials for the Children’s Liturgy
	

	Other (please state what)
	


Q11: Please indicate your agreement/disagreement with these statements.
	
	Strongly agree
	Agree
	Neither
	Disagree
	Strongly disagree

	The priest should only be involved in the pastoral affairs of the parish. (i.e. No administration tasks).
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	The practical matters of the parish (e.g. finance, health and safety, buildings maintenance) should be managed by volunteers, or paid for by the parish/deanery?
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	If no volunteers were available to manage the practical matters, and the parish or deanery had to employ paid staff, I would be willing to increase my weekly collection contribution.
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


Q12: How can we increase the number of priests in the Catholic Church?  (Please give as many ideas as you have.)

Q13: of the reasons you have given, what do you think is the most important?
	Q14: Why do you think people become lapsed or “resting” Catholics?

Of these, what do you think is the most important reason?




IIII. A LITTLE ABOUT YOURSELF PLEASE
Q15: How old are you? (Please circle) 

	Under 11
	11 - 15
	16 - 20
	21 - 25
	26 - 30

	31 - 40
	41 - 50
	51 - 60
	61 - 70
	71 - 80

	81 - 90
	91 or above
	
	
	


Q16: Are you 

Male


Female   
(please circle)

Q17:  Which church do you attend most regularly for your weekend Mass?
	All Saints
	St Ambrose
	Sacred Heart
	Other (please say where)


Q18: How often do you attend Mass? __________
	Q19: If not every Sunday, what are the main reasons? (Don’t worry!  We genuinely want to know so the church can, if possible, respond).




Q20: What is your preferred time to attend Sunday Mass?   
	Saturday Evening
	Early Sunday Morning
	Late Sunday Morning
	Sunday Evening
	None 

Weekday only


Q21: Roughly how far do you live (in miles) from the church that you currently attend most regularly?
	Less than 1 mile
	1-2 miles
	2-3 miles
	Over 4-5 miles
	Over 5 miles


Q22: How do you usually travel to church in fine weather?

	Walk
	Cycle
	Wheelchair
	Car
	Train
	Bus


Q23: How do you usually travel to church in poor weather?  

	Walk
	Cycle
	Wheelchair
	Car
	Train
	Bus


Q24: How far would you be prepared to travel (in miles) to attend Sunday Mass, using any means of travel you could use (not necessarily how you travel at the moment)

	Less than 1 mile
	1-2 miles
	2-3 miles
	Over 4-5 miles
	Over 5 miles


Q25: If the church provided regular transport from a central location (such as your existing church) to get to another church in the diocese, so you could get to Sunday Mass, would you be likely to make use of it?

Yes  /  No

(Please circle)
Q26: If not, what would you be likely to do?

	Stop attending Mass regularly?
	Yes
	No

	Start attending another local Christian church?
	Yes
	No

	Attend a prayer group in your current church led by a deacon or a lay member?
	Yes
	No

	Watch Mass on Vatican or local internet/TV
	Yes
	No


Q27:  Do you rely on others to help you to get to church?  Yes  /  No

(Please circle) 

Q28:  If so, is this
(a) a lift in a car    
(b) a helping hand to walk to church? 

(c) help with a wheelchair   

(d) Other (please say)

IV.  WHAT IF….

Q29: If Mass were not at your preferred time, what would you be most likely to do?
	Attend Mass in your nearest church
	Yes
	No

	Please say which church this would be
	

	Stop going to church regularly?
	Yes
	No

	Start attending another local Christian church?
	Yes
	No

	Attend a prayer group in your current church led by a deacon or a member of the laity?
	Yes
	No

	Watch Mass on Vatican or local internet/TV
	Yes
	No


Q30: What would you be most likely to do, if your parish priest was away or unwell, and an alternative priest could not be found that week? (Please circle your choice).
	Attend Mass at another church (please say which)
	Miss Mass that week
	Expect a deacon to provide a communion service

	Expect a lay person (suitably trained and appointed by the priest, e.g. a Pastoral Assistant)  to lead a communion service 1 


Q31: If Mass were only able to be celebrated by a priest once a month at the church you normally attend, what would you be most likely to do?
	Attend Mass at another church (please say which)
	Miss Mass that week
	Expect a deacon to provide a communion service*
	Expect a lay person (suitably trained and appointed by the priest, e.g. a Pastoral Assistant) to lead a communion service* 


Q32: If Mass was no longer supplied at all in the church you currently go to most, would you be most likely to:

	Miss Mass until a priest were available
	Yes
	No

	Expect a deacon to provide a communion service
	Yes
	No

	Expect a lay person (suitably trained and appointed by the priest, e.g. a Pastoral Assistant) to lead a communion service
	Yes
	No

	Attend Mass in your nearest church?
	Yes
	No

	(Please say which church this would be)
	

	Stop going to church regularly?
	Yes
	No

	Start attending another local Christian church?
	Yes
	No


Given the subject and scope of this questionnaire, are there any comments or suggestions that you would like to make to help secure the future of our own parish and the growth of the wider Church.

If this space is not large enough, please use a separate sheet of paper making sure it is well-secured to your questionnaire
V.  OUR MISSION
Given suitable guidance and/or training at a local or diocesan (ours or another) level would you be willing to do any of the following:
	
	Please tick 
	If so, please indicate what sort of help would be useful to enable you to do this.

	Be willing to help prepare others for First Communion? 


	
	

	Be willing to prepare others for Confirmation


	
	

	Be willing to lead an Alpha course for those exploring faith?


	
	

	Be willing to prepare others for Adult Baptism 

 
	
	

	Be willing to prepare others for marriage preparation?


	
	

	Be willing to walk with those who would like support in their marriage?
	
	

	Be willing to assist in conducting funerals?


	
	

	Be willing to help the bereaved?


	
	

	Be willing to reach out to the homeless, refugees and asylum seekers.
	
	

	Be willing to be involved in environmental projects to protect God’s creation?
	
	

	Be willing to assist those who struggle with issues such as substance abuse?
	
	

	Be willing to assist those who struggle with issues such as domestic violence?
	
	

	Be willing to engage with those who feel the Church has marginalised them, e.g. divorced Catholics or women who have children outside marriage?
	
	

	Be willing to engage with lapsed or “resting” Catholics and encourage them to participate fully in the life of the church?
	
	

	Consider becoming a school Governor?
	
	

	Consider becoming a priest? 
	
	(If you have considered this, please speak to Fr Stephen)

	Consider becoming a nun?
	
	(If you have considered this, please speak to Fr Stephen)

	Consider becoming a permanent deacon?
	
	(If you have considered this, please speak to Fr Stephen)

	Consider becoming a Pastoral Assistant?
	
	(If you have considered this, please speak to Fr Stephen)

	If called upon, to be a driver to bring groups of people to Mass?
	
	

	Be willing to provide a lift to bring individual parishioners to Mass?
	
	

	Be willing to visit the housebound?


	
	

	Be willing to help parishioners with hospital visits?
	
	

	Be willing to lead youth activities for children as part of a youth club?
	
	

	Be willing to help manage the health and safety risk assessments of the parish?
	
	

	Be willing to help with the maintenance and management of the parish buildings?
	
	

	Be willing to help manage the parish finance activities such as counting or book entries?
	
	

	Be willing to lead or contribute to the music at Mass?
	
	

	Be willing to help prepare a weekly newsletter for the parish?
	
	

	Be willing to refresh and maintain a parish website or portal?
	
	

	Are there other gifts you could bring to our parish or to enable God’s love to be shared in our local community, but need help to do it?
	
	


Thank you for completing this Questionnaire.  

If you are prepared to help further with seeking answers to the challenges we face please leave your contact details here, but we fully understand if you do not wish to do so in which case leave the section blank.  Replies will be treated in confidence and no personal information will be shared and the return is covered by our Diocesan data protection policy.

If you are willing to consider your mission more fully (in section V of this questionnaire), please make sure you have included your contact details.  

Name:

___________________________________________________________________

Address:
___________________________________________________________________

Telephone:
___________________________________________________________________

Email:

___________________________________________________________________

Please return your completed questionnaire by 2nd February 2018 to the box in the narthex 
or post it to the parish office at St Ambrose Church, 2 Warren Park, Warlingham CR6 9LD 
or email it to the parish office lizbraines2@gmail.com  






� The Liturgy of the Word and distribution of the host that was consecrated by a priest at a previous Mass.  A communion service is not Mass.
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